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Abstract

Translation in the Islamic world began during the Umayyad period with the
rendering of Greek texts into Arabic. This process peaked under the patronage of
the Abbasid caliphs, who dispatched translators to other lands to transfer the
works of other civilizations into the Islamic world. Some scholars posit that
various internal and external factors contributed to the formation of this
movement; among its often-overlooked roots are the prohibition of the
transmission and writing of hadith and the weakening of the social status of the
Ahl al-Bayt (AS) prior to the emergence of the translation movement. Although
the translation movement yielded positive outcomes - such as scientific progress,
intellectual dynamism, and the enhancement of Shi‘i knowledge within Islamic
society - the question arises: did it not also entail negative and threatening
consequences? If so, how did the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) respond to these threats?
Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this research investigates some of the
negative and threatening consequences of the translation movement, as well as
the responses of the Infallible Imams (AS) to these threats and their strategies for
converting them into golden opportunities to fortify the intellectual foundations of
Muslims. These strategies included adopting a balanced approach to critiquing
certain imported sciences, preventing the infiltration of erroneous ideas, training
specialists, compiling scientific texts, and engaging in debates with followers of
other religions to strengthen Islamic teachings. Ultimately, these efforts
significantly contributed to the consolidation and development of Islamic
knowledge and played an effective role in forming an educational system for the
Shi‘a.

Keywords: Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs, translation movement, prohibition of
hadith, knowledge of the Imams (AS), translators.
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