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A Comparative Study of the Extent to which the Leaders of
the Islamic Republic of Iran Have Followed the Governmental
Conduct of Imam Ali in Facing the Christians of Iran
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Abstract

Christians have been living in Iran for a long time. Although they are a religious
minority, they have certain rights in the Islamic society; just as the rights
defined for the Christians in international assemblies and organizations. Some
have criticized the Islamic Republic of Iran for the lack of freedom of non-
Muslims, including Christians, in Iran and violation of their rights; but this
approach is in contradiction with the norms of an Islamic and Alavi
government. Using a “comparative-historical” study method, this article seeks
to answer the following question: to what extent is the Islamic Republic's
approach towards Christians consistent with the governmental conduct of Imam
Ali? Documentary evidences, including Iran’s constitution and the other laws of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, show that Iran’s laws have considered the
condition of Christians and their citizenship rights - such as benefiting from
social, educational and citizenship services, freedom of expression, and the right
of political participation - and Iran’s approach towards them is in accordance
with Islamic standards and the Alavi government.

Keywords: Alavi government, Imam Khomeini, the Supreme Leader, Islamic
Republic of Iran, religious minorities, Christians.
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Political-Security Management Strategies of the Holy Prophet
in Facing the Jews of Medina
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Abstract

Prophet Mohammad's government faced issues such as regulation of political
relations with the Jews of Medina, who were putting the Prophet's government
in various troubles due to breaking their agreement. The Prophet's migration to
Medina was accompanied by the signing of a peace treaty with the Jews of this
city. This treaty entailed the peaceful life of Muslims and Jews. But after a
while, the Jews broke the treaty and denied their previous statements and
supported the polytheists. This ultimately led to the Prophet's confrontation with
the Jews and the use of political-security strategies against them. Using a
historical-analytical approach and the SWOT model, this research seeks to
identify, classify and prioritize the Prophet's political-security management
strategies in dealing with the Jews. The outcome of this research is the
Prophet’s three main strategies: "peace and peaceful life", "having a justice-
based attitude towards the Jews" and "war and harsh treatment".

Keywords: strategic management, the Prophet, Jews, peace, justice-based,
harsh treatment.
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A Critical Recognition of Ibn Kathir Damishqi’s Views on the Event
of Ashura Based on the Book "*Al-Bidayah wa Al-Nahaya'"
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Abstract

This article aims to investigate and analyze Ibn Kathir Damishqi’s (774 LAH)
method and style of historiography about the event of Ashura based on his book
"Al-Bidaya wa A-Nahaya". Considering that this historian has a special method
and approach in reporting the event of Ashura and its surrounding events and
issues, the review and analysis of his report presents remarkable points for
researchers. Providing a brief description of lbn Kathir's life and his scientific
personality, this research criticizes and analyzes his report on the history of
Ashura and discusses its characteristics. The result of this research leads us to
an important point: although Ibn Kathir is more influenced by Tabari's report of
the Ashura event, but due to his Ottoman and Umayyad orientation, he has a
biased and unfair approach in reporting the Ashura uprising. Therefore, he
cannot be considered as a moderate, trustworthy and reliable historian.

Keywords: Imam Husayn, Ashura event, Ibn Kathir Damishqi, the book "Al-
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Abstract

This research aims to investigate Imam Hossein’s propaganda strategies
towards his opponents and the effects of the strategies on attracting the
maximum and repelling the minimum number of opponents, using a
descriptive-analytical and an inductive method. According to my research,
some of the most important strategic tools for interaction with the opponents is
expansion of public supervision, ensuring the application of laws and deepening
the belief in God - as a factor of inward control - with the aim of an all-
dimensional improvement. Some factors that have affected attracting the
maximum number of opponents, repelling violence and rioting, negation of the
religiosity based on fear, and creating social cohesion with the aim of isolating
the opponents are as follows: strategies to respect the audience's level of
understanding by clarity and emphasis and repetition with the aim of creating
the possibility of comparison and conclusion for them, focusing on the main
factors and the central core of disputes, seeking justice, structural revision of
beliefs with the aim of removing deviations and superstitions, place and time
management to maintain support centers and social bases.

Keywords: propaganda strategies, Imam Hossein, maximum attraction,
minimum repelling, opponents.
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Abstract

Religious teachings have paid a special attention to economic development and
social justice, and some commands have been legislated in Islam to achieve this
important goal. Endowment - as one of the techniques in this field — is briefly
mentioned in all the Divine religions; but Islam has paid a special attention to its
social and economic function. The practice of Ahl al-Bayt, which is an
objective realization of Islam’s teachings, shows this important point as well.
Before the era of Imam Muhammad Bagir, the concept of charity was common
instead of endowment, and the concept of endowment is used in Shia
jurisprudence and narrative sources after the era of Imam Muhammad Bagqir.
Reviewing the different types of Prophet Mohammad and Imam Ali’s
endowments in the Hijaz region, this article analyzed their economic effects;
using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on library sources. This study
shows that Prophet Mohammad and Imam Ali's endowments, which includes
various types of endowments, have had many economic effects, including
financial support for the needy, poverty reduction, relative realization of
economic justice, creating employment, encouraging Muslims to do charity and
have routine charity.

Keywords: endowments, social justice, Hejaz endowments, economic effects
of Hejaz endowments, Prophet Mohammad's endowments, Imam Ali's
endowments.
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Abstract

Celebrating the Birth of Prophet Mohammad and Ahl al-Bayt has gone through
various historical changes, five of its stages are mentioned in this article. This
ceremony was officially and publicly established in the fourth century during
the Fatimid era of Egypt with the aim of honoring the position of the Holy
Prophet. It was immediately followed by the Muslims of other Islamic
territories, such as Levant, Hijaz, Greater Khorasan and North Africa; and all
the Islamic territories celebrated the Prophet’s birthday by the seventh and
eighth centuries. At the meantime, the introduction of deviant tendencies and
thoughts like Sufism in this ceremony, deviated it from its main path and
created some moral and jurisprudential deviations in this ceremony. Religious
scholars demarcated this ceremony and its deviations to confront the heresies;
yet by the emergence of the Wahhabi sect, the scholars’ rectifying approach
turned into its denial by the Wahhabis. The outcome of studying these historical
changes is the necessity of separation between the content problems of this kind
of ceremonies and holding these ceremonies in the first place.

Keywords: celebration, the Prophet’s birth, birthday celebration, Fatimids,
Sufism.
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