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Abstract

After the victory of the Islamic revolution, the Qom seminary, with a religious-
social identity based on international and local goals and programs, considered
the spread of authentic Islamic thoughts from the very beginning. As the great
leader of the revolution and the seminary’s religious institution, Imam Khomeini
raised the religious-social function of seminary school from national to
international level. The transfer of ideas and the spread of religious teachings to
Brazil is an instance in this regard. Brazil is the largest country in Latin America
with the largest number of Shiites. Despite the distance, seminary services are
outstanding in this country. The hypothesis of this research is that the Qom
seminary has directly and indirectly provided numerous socio-cultural services
(such as sending missionaries, translating religious texts into Portuguese,
supporting and offering consulting services for the establishment of mosques and
cultural centers) to the Shiites of Brazil. Using library sources, historical research
and descriptive-analytical method, this article aims to address the social-cultural
services of the Qom seminary in the formation and expansion of Shiism in Brazil
and the steps it has taken in this direction. The findings of the research were
organized based on the components of the "cultivation theory™ with regard to the
promotion of the religious-social status of the Shiite and the propagation of Islam
among Christians by the seminary of Qom in Brazil. In conclusion, socio-cultural
strategies for the improvement of the status of Shiites have been presented.

Keywords: social services, cultural services, Qom seminary, Brazilian Shiites,
cultivation theory, Brazil.
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Abstract

The importance of the event of Ashura and the historians’ efforts for recording
it from the first centuries of Hijri onwards led to a wide range of studies about
it. This process continued in the last century with the centrality of the Qom
seminary and the change in the past methods. The studies carried out in this
period were influenced by the political and social currents of the Pahlavi era
such as the revolutionary movements and the activity of the intellectual currents
of religious traditional thought, modern thought and dissidence, and in the
direction of confronting some superstitions. Using the method of "typology of
Ashura studies”, this article seeks to categorize the effective currents and show
that, contrary to the historical approach of the past that continued until the Qajar
era, these studies have had a central role in creating an explanatory and
analytical approach and an evolutionary path in this field of studies through the
influence of the aforementioned currents and explaining the goals and analyzing
the causes and results of Ashura.

Keywords: Ashura contemporary studies, Ashura studies and the traditionalists,
Ashura studies and the intellectualists, Qom seminary, Ashura studies, last century.
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Abstract

In Reza Khan's uproar of republicanism before his coming to the throne, a group
was in favor of republicanism and a large group was against it. Seyyed Hasan
Modarres was a staunch opponent of republicanism. Like him, most of the
scholars were against republicanism. While explaining the reason for their
opposition to republicanism, this paper deals with Reza Khan's trip to Qom and
the encounter between Sheikh Abdul Karim Ha’eri, as well as Seyyed Abul
Hasan Isfahani and Mirza Mohammad Hossein Na’ini (two religious authorities
exiled from Najaf to Iran by British agents) with Reza Khan during his trip to
Qom and the results in republicanism and some other issues. Is it true that the
scholars did not oppose Reza Khan - despite their opposition to republicanism —
because of Reza Khan's desire for the exiled scholars' return to Najaf? Was this
issue deeper than this? Did the religious scholars make requests in this meeting?
Did Reza Khan commit himself to implementing them? Using a descriptive-
analytical method and a library and documentary approach, this article deals with
this topic and, according to the available sources and documents, holds that the
demands of the religious scholars were in the direction of preserving and
strengthening Islam and Shia, although, unfortunately, there is no detailed report
of these negotiations. This article refers to a document and a letter that is written
to Reza Khan in the name of the late Na’ini and Isfahani and that implicitly
mentions the agreements and commitments in Qom. The pledge and declaration of
the religiosity of the commander of the army by holding mourning and religious
ceremonies caused him to be trusted by the religious scholars, which was
strengthened by his announcement after returning from Qom and his trip to Najaf.

Keywords: Reza Khan’s Republicanism, seminary and Reza Khan’s Republicanism,
Shahid Modarres, the three religious authorities seminary, Reza Khan.
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Abstract

Since the period of Reza Shah, there has been a lot of propaganda on the
polarization of "science and religion” or "development and religiosity”, so much
so that this issue is still raised by default in intellectual gatherings. The purpose of
this research is to answer this question: What was the position of the scholars of
the Qom Seminary in the first and second Pahlavi era with regard to such
widespread propaganda? To answer this question, the writings and speeches of
some prominent scholars and graduates of the Qom Seminary from the era of
Reza Khan to the Islamic Revolution were analyzed and it was found that the
Qom Seminary strongly opposed any suspicion of populism and fueling the said
rumor. The scholars of the Qom seminary firstly wrote books to emphasize that
science and religion have no conflict and contradiction. Secondly, by explaining
the extremely chaotic economic, political and social situation of Iran, they
exposed the dishonesty of the government's slogan of development to the people.
And thirdly, by explaining their theories about the necessity of progress based on
the foundations of religion and combining justice and prosperity in the Islamic
model, they encouraged people to confront the first and second Pahlavi regimes.
The Islamic revolution can be considered as the result of the failure of western
development in Iran and the popularity of the opinions of the seminarians.

Keywords: Qom seminary and progress, Reza Khan and progress, progress and
religiosity, science and religion, development, reaction, colonialism.
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Abstract

The schools of historiography in any era arise from the political-social situation
and express the political-cultural freedoms of that era. Since historiography is
directly influenced by the freedom in writing and the level of access to data, the
types of thinking and thought processing are also formed in the face of these
propositions. In this regard, the second Pahlavi era (1320-1357) had several
types of historiographical experiences that changed in the period before and
after the 1332 (solar Hijri) coup. The "Tehran Academic Historiography
School" was under the influence of the policies of the Ministry of Science and
"Qom Seminary School™ was under the impact of the main policies of the
seminary and popular religious thoughts of that period. Using the method of
"description and analysis" of historical statements and library studies and based
on the theory of "the role of time period in historiography”, this article seeks to
address the differences between the two historiography styles of the Tehran
school and the Qom school. The research findings show that, influenced by the
western schools popular in Iran since the first Pahlavi era, the Tehran school of
historiography praised the throne, approved of the elements of humanism,
social-political pathology and antiquarianism and disapproved of metaphysics
and superstitions. On the other hand, the Qom school of historiography
considered history as a tool to serve religion and focused on historicizing
spirituality, Islamic events, supernatural matters, and moralizing history.

Keywords: historiography schools in second Pahlavi era, Qom seminary
historiography school, Tehran academic historiography school, humanistic
historiography, religious historiography.
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Abstract

Shia seminaries have for long had a great and continuous role in maintaining,
developing and improving the level of Islamic beliefs and have been influential
in various social fields. This success has been achieved through the piety,
sincerity, jihad, tact, discretion and acumen of the leaders of the seminary in
different historical periods. In the meantime, experiencing various ups and
downs and opportunities and threats in the Qajar and Pahlavi eras, the Qom
seminary has been one of the most active and influential seminaries in recent
centuries under the leadership of Ayatullah Ha’eri Yazdi. Relying on his
opinions, positions and performance, this research examines Qom's standard
Islamic seminary in the special first Pahlavi era from his point of view. Using
references and library sources, it regards principles such as planning, gaining
knowledge, providing livelihood, observing moral principles, gaining public
trust, and reforming methods and processes as the standards of Islamic
seminary with regard to students and people. From his point of view, principles
such as foresight, prioritization, prudence, and expediency were among the
essentials of relations with Pahlavi statesmen.

Keywords: Ayatullah Ha’eri Yazdi, seminaries, Qom, Islamic standard seminary,
Reza Khan.
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Abstract

Qom seminary is an influential scientific, cultural and social institution in the
contemporary history of Iran, and like any other society or social institution
whose course of movement (evolutionary or devolutionary) is discussed, it can
be hopeful and trust-inspiring or otherwise. Therefore, it is important to answer
this question: "What has been the evolutionary course of Qom seminary?" With
the aim of answering the mentioned question, the theoretical concepts and
foundations, the views of social thinkers and philosophers of history about the
history and the indicators of evolution have been investigated. Using the theory
of Muslim thinkers, especially Martyr Mutahari and Ayatullah Misbah Yazdi, a
theoretical basis has been provided for answering this question. According to
this theory, evolution in any society or social institution (mental or real) is
caused by the actualization of talents and potential capacities of that society or
institution in a period of history or throughout history. Examining the evolution
of Qom seminary shows that it has gone through four stages: the cultural
establishment stage, the socialization stage, the politicization stage, and the
civilization stage. An empirical study of the evolutionary course of Qom
seminary indicates the cultural elements and potential capacities that have made
it possible for the Qom seminary to move in the path of evolution. These
capacities or indicators include: monotheism, rationality, martyrdom,
expectation, insight and awareness, politics and guardianship, which derive
from the evolutionary course of the seminary through historical experience,
although they can also be proved abstractly from the seminary doctrines.

Keywords: history of the Qom seminary, evolution of seminary school, role of
religious authority.
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