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Abstract

Drawing on Max Weber’s theory of political legitimacy, this article examines
the role of Aisha as one of the leaders of the rebels in the Battle of the Camel
(36 AH / 656 CE) and the impact of her social and religious standing on the
position of the people of Basra. According to Weber’s theory, political
legitimacy derives from three main sources: traditional, charismatic, and
legal-rational. In this battle, Aisha, through a combination of traditional
legitimacy (as the widow of the Prophet of Islam and the daughter of Abu
Bakr, the first caliph) and charismatic legitimacy (her rhetorical influence and
ability to mobilize people through religious emotion), was able to persuade a
significant segment of Basra’s population to support the anti ‘Ali movement.
On the one hand, her status as “Mother of the Believers” bestowed upon her a
divinely sanctioned legitimacy that convinced many Basrans that her
presence in the battle was not only not a violation of God’s concealment, but
also a religious duty in seeking vengeance for Uthman. On the other hand, her
fiery speeches in arousing tribal and religious sentiments were an expression
of charismatic legitimacy that even drew groups from rival tribes into alliance
with the rebels. However, the tension between Aisha’s traditional legitimacy
and the tribal attitudes of some Basrans (such as Abu Bakra al-Thaqafi’s
withdrawal on the grounds of female leadership) shows that legitimacy in
Avrab society of that period was always situated in a complex interaction with
gender norms and tribal structures. This analysis shows that the rebels’ initial
success in gaining Basran support was less the result of legal-rational
legitimacy than the product of a shrewd exploitation of traditional and
charismatic sources of legitimacy; although this legitimacy was ultimately
weakened by internal contradictions (such as the breach of female seclusion)
and by the resistance of Ali’s supporters, who regarded their own legitimacy
as grounded in public allegiance.

Keywords: Imam Ali, Aisha, political legitimacy, Battle of the Camel, Basra.
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Abstract

This study examines the role of the intellectual and governmental legacy of
the first caliphs in the emergence of the three battles of Imam Ali’s era. The
main hypothesis of this research is based on the idea that there are many
similarities in thought and practice between the opponents in the three battles
of Jamal (the Camel), Siffin, and Nahrawan and the first three caliphs, such
that each of these three battles can be seen as a manifestation and outcome of
the thoughts and conduct of the first three caliphs.

The Battle of the Camel, because of the breaking of allegiance, excessive
demands, and the harsh and un-Islamic behavior of the people of Jamal
toward Muslims, especially in the city of Basra, corresponds closely to the
breaking of allegiance to Imam Ali by the first caliph. In the same way, Abu
Bakr, out of excessive ambition, ignored the Ghadir pledge and took the seat
of the caliphate at Sagifa, and in dealing with his opponents he went beyond
the limits of violence and injustice. The behavior and thought of the Khawarij
before and during the Battle of Nahrawan correspond closely to the ideas of
the second caliph. Excessive violence, misunderstanding, subjective
interpretation of religion, and excommunicating others are all seen in the
conduct of the Khawarij and Umar. Moreover, the idealization of the second
caliph’s rule among the Khawarij indicates their influence from his ideas. The
Battle of Siffin was also the result of Mu‘awiya’s and the Umayyad party’s
greed, a government founded on forgery and lies, and in rebellion and
permissiveness they resembled the third caliph, since Uthman too acted in
this manner in attaining and preserving the caliphate.

Keywords: comparative study, the three battles, Imam Ali’s era, politics, ideas,
the first three caliphs.
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The Shi’a History in the Intelligent Age: A Strategic Study of
the Capacities and Opportunities of Using Artificial Intelligence

= Ali Ezzati /PhD in Shi‘i History, University of Religions and Denominations, Qom  a.ezzati@Urd.ac.ir
Hamed Gheraati / Assistant Professor, Department of History, Bagir al-Olum University, Qom
gheraati@bou.ac.ir
Mehdi Esmaeili / Associate Professor, Department of Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence, Islamic
Azad University, Kashan Branch mesmaeili@iau.ac.ir
Received: 2025/10/07 - Accepted: 2026/01/27

Abstract

The history of Shi‘ism reflects a vast and multilayered network of data, texts,
personalities, and place-based cultural heritage that has accumulated and been
preserved over many centuries. This rich treasury, relying on traditional
written and oral sources, faces serious challenges in the age of information
explosion and the rapid transformation of intelligent technologies, particularly
in terms of scalability, uncovering hidden connections, and coping with
massive volumes of data. The aim of this strategic research is to explore how
to move beyond these limitations and establish a new ecosystem based on
artificial intelligence. In this context, the analytical and representational
capacities of technologies such as natural language processing and computer
vision are fully activated. With a forward-looking approach, this study
identifies the key capacities and opportunities of artificial intelligence and
analyzes their challenges, thereby outlining a comprehensive conceptual and
strategic framework. This framework not only serves as a roadmap for the
optimal use of Al in the field of Shi‘ism, but also lays the foundation for a
new paradigm in the production, teaching, and transmission of historical
knowledge within an intelligent ecosystem, bridging the gap between the rich
Shi‘i heritage and the innovations of the intelligent world.

Keywords: Shi‘a history, artificial intelligence, digital historiography, strategic
framework, big data analysis, intelligent ecosystem.
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1. Historiographical Canvas.

2. Svensson, Big digital humanities: Imagining a meeting place for the humanities and the
digital.
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1 Gibbs & Owens, Building Digital Humanities in the Islamic Studies: A Practical Guide.

2. Wevers & Smits, The Visual Digital Turn: Using Neural Networks to Study Historical
Images, p. 903-9109.
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1. Qualitative Content Analysis.

2. Documentary Analysis.

3. Triangulation.

4. Gibbs & Owens, Building Digital Humanities in the Islamic Studies: A Practical Guide,
p. 129.

5. Optical Character Recognition (OCR).
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1. Named Entity Recognition (NER).

2. Text Encoding Initiative (TEI).

3. Wevers & Smits, The Visual Digital Turn: Using Neural Networks to Study Historical
Images, p. 903-919.

4. Qatar Digital Library, Qatar Digital Library: Access to two million pages of historical
documents on the Gulf and wider region, Qatar Foundation. https://www.qdl.ga.

5. See: J Drucker, The Digital Humanities Coursebook: An Introduction to Digital Methods for
Research and Scholarship.
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1. Eder & Kestemont, Stylometry with R: A Package for Computational Text Analysis. Digital
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2. Sentiment & Tone Analysis.

3. Question Answering Systems (QA).

4. Stanford Literary Lab.

5. Graham, & Weingart, Exploring Big Historical Data: The Historian's Macroscope.

6. OpenITI.
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1. Khandoker & Karim, Application of VR/AR Technologies to Preserve Intangible Cultural
Heritage, p. 84.
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1. Building Information Modeling (BIM.
2. Virtual Reality (VR).
3. Augmented Reality (AR).
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1. Raginsky. Network Analysis and the Mapping of Historical Interactions, p. 195-208.

2. D. J Bodenhamer, Corrigan, J., & Harris, T. M. (Eds.), The Spatial Humanities: GIS and the
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Abstract

During the caliphate of Imam Ali, two groups—hypocrites and
opponents—exerted all their efforts to undermine his plans. In response, he
adopted a purposeful struggle grounded in method and based on Islamic
principles. Nevertheless, there remains a lack of a systematic perspective on
the conceptual and functional framework of his struggles. This study,
emphasizing the question of what strategies and methods Imam Ali used in
confronting his enemies, examines the explicit content of messages found in
early sources. The aim of the research is to clarify the intellectual and
practical framework of his struggle. The findings indicate that his
strategy—that is, the general and long-term policy—advanced in several
stages and step by step. To implement each strategy—a logical process for
reaching a goal—he employed various methods, that is, different ways of
executing the plan. These included responding to doubts and accusations,
clarifying the criteria of hypocrisy, cultural struggle (such as cursing in
prayer), and others as different forms of such methods.

Keywords: content analysis of struggle, strategy for confronting hypocrisy,
management of religious conflict, Alavi governance, ethical politics of Ali.
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Abstract

Today, in the budgeting process, achieving an appropriate governance model
has become a serious concern and issue. The experience of the Prophetic
model in the Bayt al-Mal budget and the Prophet’s style of governance points
to an advanced and efficient example and method. The findings of this article,
conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and historical study, with a
new reading of the budgeting system of the Prophetic state, show that—given
the political economy context governing the Bayt al-Mal budget—the
Prophet created a cultural environment for engaging with the Bayt al-Mal and
interacting with the state. By establishing a system of benefit-sharing and
enacting anti-monopoly laws, encouraging public participation in
management, owversight, and expenditure, properly managing budget
stakeholders, supervising and auditing agents and Bayt al-Mal assets,
ensuring transparency and honesty in reporting, and practicing moderation in
spending, he was able to manage the Bayt al-Mal budget in a governmental-
popular, efficient, and effective manner, while reducing its social and
economic costs to the lowest possible level.

Keywords: Prophetic economic conduct, governance, Bayt al-Mal, political
economy, stakeholders.

* This article was extracted from the research project “The Fiscal and Budgeting System of the Prophetic
State” at the Qadr Applied Research Center.
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1. Colin Pidgeon, Methods of Budgeting, p.3.
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Abstract

Every society is constantly exposed to economic crises, and the failure to
manage them properly brings about undesirable consequences. The Muslim
community during the eras of the Prophet Muhammad and Imam Ali also
faced numerous economic crises, which were managed through measures
and strategies based on Islamic principles. Crises such as the siege of Abu
Talib’s valley and the economic boycott of the Muslims of Medina, which
were managed in the Prophetic government through the distribution of
personal wealth by individuals such as Lady Khadija or by circumventing
the boycott, and other economic crises such as the waste of Bayt al-Mal
resources by dismissed Umayyad officials, as well as the costs of war and
the plundering of the Bayt al-Mal in Basra, were resolved in the
government of the Commander of the Faithful through the reform of the
collection and distribution system of the Bayt al-Mal. This research, using a
library-based method in the field of economic crisis management, is a
comparative study of the Prophetic and Alavi conduct in order to provide an
effective model for contemporary Islamic societies.

Keywords: crisis, government, management, Alavi conduct, Prophetic conduct.
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